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SUBJECT: GDR NOTE ON POUCH INCIDENT 

REF: USUN 0239 

1 . GDR POLITICAL COUNSELOR SIEMENS DELIVERED NOTE 
JANUARY 25 PROTESTING JFK POUCH INCIDENT (REFTEL). HE WAS 
TOLD THAT WE REGRETTED INCIDENT, WOULD INVESTIGATE FACTS 
AND TAKE STEPS TO ENSURE THAT INCIDENT WOULD NOT BE 
REPEATED. 

2. TEXT OF OPERATIVE PORTION OF NOTE READS AS FOLLOWS: 

BEGIN TEXT: ON JANURY 19, 1978 AT ABOUT 8 P.M. THE 
DIPLOMATIC COURIERS OF THE GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 
KRAUSE AND RAMMACHER WENT TO GATE 12 OF J.F. KENNEDY AIRPORT 
NEW YORK TO TAKE OFF WITH THE KL 642- DURING THE SECURITY 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 024701 

CONTROL THE US OFFICIALS ON DUTY INSISTED ON BREAKING 
THE SEALS AND OPENING THE PARCELS CONTAINING DIPLOMATIC 
HAND MAIL, A PROCEDURE WHICH IS CONTRARY TO ALL INTER- 
NATIONAL PRACTICES AND CONTRARY TO THE PROTECTIVE REGULA- 
TIONS UNDER INTERNATIONAL LAW FOR DIPLOMATIC COURIERS AND 
THE WRITTEN DIPLOMATIC MATERIAL CARRIED BY THEM. THE 
DIPLOMATIC PASSPORTS WITH THE NECESSARY US VISAS, THE 
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COURIER LISTS AS WELL AS THE REFERENCE TO ARTICLE 27 OF 
THE VIENNA CONVENTION ON DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WERE IGNORED 
BY THE US OFFICIALS. AS THE DEMAND FOR OPENING SEALED 
DIPLOMATIC MAIL OF COURIERS OF THE GERMAN DEMOCRATIC 
REPUBLIC HAD TO BE REIECTED AS UNLAWFUL PRACTICE, THE 
US-SECURITY OFFICIALS PREVENTED THE FURTHER PASSAGE OF 
THE COURIERS. 

THE EMBASSY FEELS URGED TO PROTEST AGAINST THIS SERIOUS 
IMPEDIMENT OF ITS COMMUNICATION WITH THE GOVERNMENT 
OF THE GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC ANDTHE ARBITRARY 
DISREGARD OF ARTICLE 27, SECTION 2 AND 3 OF THE VIENNA 
CONVENTION ON DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS OF APRIL 18, 1961. 

WE HOPE AND ANTICIPATE THAT THE COMPETENT AUTHORITIES 
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA WILL TAKE THE NECESSARY 
STEPS THAT SIMILAR ACTS WILL NOT OCCUR AGAIN. END TEXT 

3. AIRPORT DIVISION OF FAA IS INVESTIGATING CASE. 

DEPARTMENT WILL RESPOND TO NOTE UPON COMPLETION OF 
THAT INVESTIGATION. VANCE 
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